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Jefferson Wheat and Walker Barely are being
introduced in areas of shortage of rainfall

"My vision is to see Ethiopia become self sustaining in Food
Security and Sell to others”
Paul Morel, President of Morel Agro Industry

Yonnas W/Senbet

Last Saturday Morel Agro Industry has introduced breeds of wheat and barely
believed to be suitable to areas of shortage of rainfall to farmers found in
Langano area and Arsi Negelle.

Morel Agro Industry has facilitated the visit of farmlands on which are sown
breeds of Jefferson wheat and Walker barely imported from the United States.
These breeds are believed to be highly productive at areas where there is the
problem of shortage of rainfall. Close to two hundred farmers have visited the

farmlands.

Morel Agro Industry organized the visit of farmlands of 6 farmers and the
production on farmers training center. Farmers who have sown the newly
introduced breeds of Morel Agro Industry have explained about their experiences

comparing the traditional production level and that of the current achievements.
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Before commencement of the field visit of Saturday, the officials of the Agro
Industry and Agricultural and Research Experts had explained about the new
breeds in Daka Kebele Peasant Association of Arsi Negelle Woreda.

President of Morel Agro Industry, Mr. Paul Morel, expressed his delight in being
engaged in Ethiopia in business activities. He said “I feel that I am a member of
the Ethiopian Family.”

Subsequently, Mr. Morel said “America does not have suitable weather condition
for agricultural production. We have rainfall for short period. And when it falls, it
is heavy rain. All lands are covered by snow; due to this, it is impossible to

produce agricultural products.

For more than a century, the American Agricultural production would be
cultivated after the snow on the lands melts and using the small volume of water

that penetrates into the soil from the melting snow.

... the breeds that we have brought from abroad have the capacity of growing
with little water. For more than a century, America has had tremendous volume

of production using these breeds.”

Paul Morel stated that the new breeds of wheat and barely are suitable for areas
of Ethiopia where there is shortage of rainfall. They are also said to have
exceeding production capacity. The president of the Agro Industry Company said
that they are endeavoring to distribute the production in Ethiopia.

Further, it was said that the company has been granted with 10,000 hectares of
land in Balle Beltu for reproduction of the breeds.

Mr. Paul Morel said that it would be rather difficult to import the seeds from the

United States from distribution.




The transportation costs are said to be more than the costs to purchase the seed
it self. Hence, the company is said to be active to reproduce the seeds and
distribute among farmers, governmental and private companies.

Under such circumstances, it would be possible to engage in crop production and
assurance of food security. The program of the day was to introduce the seeds
to the farmers.

In explaining about Ethiopia, Mr. Paul Morel said as follows: “Ethiopia is highly
suitable for farming. The country has weather and farmland assets not only to
feed its citizens but to provide to other nations as well. However, what we see

now is quite the contrary.

The place from where I come is not suitable for agricultural production both in
terms of weather and farm land situations. However, we produce in tremendous

amounts, as compared to you, and sell to others.

... my vision and dream would be that Ethiopia will in a short time become self

sustaining in agricultural production and become capable to sell to others.”

Dr. Fasil Reda represented the Director General of Ethiopian Agricultural
Research Institute. Dr. Fasil Reda is Director of Pastoralist and Partly Pastoralist
Research Capacity Building Director of the Ethiopian Agriculture and Research

Institute.

"More than 66% of our country sustains the problem of shortage of rainfall. On
the other hand, millions of farmers reside at these places. The endeavors of this

company to distribute suitable breeds of seeds are remarkable.”

Dr. Amsalu, from Oromia Agriculture Research Institute and who has been
working on the new breeds of the seeds brought by Morel Company said as

follows: “Jefferson wheat and Walker barely were sown in the vicinity of a school
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found in Arsi Negelle, Kersa and we believed that the breeds require research
and support. As such, we began to work together. Morel supplied us with the
seeds and we began to actively engage in researches to find out about the
results of production in areas where shortage of rainfall is witnessed. The seeds

were sown and assessed in Yabellow, Sinana, Balle, East Hararge and Fedis.

Previously, sorghum was believed to be suitable in areas of shortage of rainfall.
On the other hand, the breeds of wheat and barely have been sown in research
stations, Farmers Training Center and farmlands of farmers.

Considering the present situations of the breeds, it was said that they give
sufficient production and that they become mature enough for harvesting in a
short period.

Experts of agriculture from the United States gave explanation about the 2 seeds
to the participants.

Further, farmlands of farmers found in Langano and Arsi Negelle and who were
supplied with the wheat and barely breeds by Morel Company and sown were
visited on the day of the event.

Farmer Kufa Refassa, who states that he had sown the Walker barely in the
month of July 2002 says that the production has matured for production in a
short time. Such breed of barely is said to be so much different than others,

according to the farmer.

Farmer Kufa Refassa stated that he had sown 50kg of the traditional breed of
barely adjacent to the new production. In comparing the two breeds, the farmer
says that the traditional seed sown has withered due to shortage of water while
the breed from Morel has matured within a short time.
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Subsequently, the Jefferson wheat sown in Daka Dellu Harengam farmers
training center was visited. On the basis of the explanation given by the worker
of the development station, it was not Customary to produce the wheat product
at the area. The farmers also had refused to try the production. However, in
witnessing the growth, they have made request to Morel Agro Industry for
supply of the seeds.

Youngman Aman stated the following concerning Jefferson  wheat: “the wheat
production ripens in a short time. Its clusters are many in number. Without
demonstrating any change whatsoever, the wheat plants grow even after rainfall

stops.”

Dr. Fasil Reda, Director of Pastoralist and Partly Pastoralist Research Capacity
Building in Ethiopian Agricultural Research Institute told the reporter of Ethio-
Channel the following about the two breeds:

"In Ethiopia, more than 66% of the land is found in areas where there is
shortage of rainfall. Millions of farmers live in these areas and their production
has decreased through time.

The current efforts of Morel give hope. Production of wheat and barely is not
widely witnessed in lowland areas. The new breeds of the seeds would be grown
not only in the lowlands but in highland areas as well. The new breeds are

suitable to multiple of eco-systems.

After the filed visit of farmlands, panel discussion was held in Arsi Negelle, Kersa.
A number of farmers made requests as to how use of fertilizer would be and how
the seeds are to be sown. Experts of Morel have given responses and

explanations.

According to the experts, Jefferson wheat would ripen within 50 to 60 days and
would be ready for harvesting between 90 and 100 days. It is said to have been
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verified that in comparing this breed of the wheat seed with that of the local Awi
wheat, the former would give tremendous production within a short time.

To verify whether the Jefferson wheat is in demand among flour factories, the
content was taken to Kality Food Complex and other factories and it has been
certified that the seed contains more than sufficient protein.

After the panel discussion, quite a number of farmers where heard saying that
they would cultivate Jefferson wheat and Walker barely on their farmlands.
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